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2011 QYO Finale Concert

International Tour 2012

Congratulations to QYS Principal 
Cellist Oliver Scott who has successfully 
auditioned to be a concerto soloist during the 
international tour and at QYS’s first concert 
at QPAC on 31 March. Oliver will perform 
Saint-Saëns’ Cello Concerto No. 1 in A minor.

The second featured soloist is Jayson 
Gillham, playing Beethoven’s Piano Concerto 
No. 5 The Emperor, both on tour and at 
QPAC on 2 June. Jason, born in Dalby and 
now resident in London, has already played 
a memorable performance of Tchaikovsky’s 
Piano Concerto No. 1 with QYS in 2009.

QYS 2012 Concert Series

Subscriptions are now on sale for the 2012 
QYS Concert Series, with inspiring repertoire 
such as Strauss’s Don Juan, Beethoven’s 
Emperor piano concerto and Symphony 
No.  12 by Shostakovich. Soloists include 
pianist Jayson Gillham, cellist Oliver Scott, 
violinist Graeme Jennings and violist Yoko 
Okayasu. Subscribers save up to 24% and 
receive priority seating. Please see the 
enclosed brochure with bookings through 
QTIX on 136 246 or www.QPAC.com.au.
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Welcome to QYO in 2012

Welcome to the first edition of tutti for 2012. 
Our newsletter with five issues per year aims 
to keep you up to date with QYO news and 
events.

In addition to our Concerts at Twilight and 
QYS Concert Series, we are looking forward 
to the following major events in 2012:

♫♫ 12th international tour of QYS to Kuala 
Lumpur, Singapore, Germany, Austria 
and France

♫♫ Domestic tours by QYO2, JSE and Big 
Band to the Sunshine Coast, Wide Bay 
and North Queensland.

♫♫ QYO Open Day on 16 June

♫♫ The QYO Alumni Orchestra concert at the 
QPAC Concert Hall on 22 December.

To deliver our annual program, QYO 
relies on a large team of people with a wide 
range of skills. Thank you in advance to  all 
of our volunteers, sponsors, donors, granting 
bodies, artistic and administrative staff.

A special welcome to new members  and 
we wish everyone a great year of music-
making.

Geoff Rosbrook, General Manager

Editorial
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First Rehearsals in 2012

With first rehearsals underway, we remind 
members to bring the following to all QYO 
activities during the year:

♫♫ your music stand

♫♫ your instrument plus accessories

♫♫ a pencil and eraser

♫♫ a water bottle & snack, or money for the 
vending machines

You must be seated and ready to tune 
when your conductor arrives at the rehearsal  

 
start times, as shown on the calendar on the 
back page of Tutti. Please note that QYO does 
not provide music stands.

Parents, please use the signed drop-
off zone on Gregory Terrace outside the Old 
Museum as the grounds become congested 
around rehearsal start times. Please collect 
members within 15 minutes of the allocated 
finishing times. Members aged under 18 who 
are being collected must wait within the Old 
Museum grounds.

QYO Annual General Meeting

All QYO members are invited to attend 
the Annual General Meeting on Tuesday  
28 February 2012 at 6.00pm at the Old 
Museum. Please see the enclosed notice. 

QYO Calendar

Calendar details are subject to change. Members should always 
consult their own orchestra/ensemble’s timetable for the most 
up to date information.

January	

Tue 17	 Closing date for payment of membership fees
Fri 27	 6.00pm	 1st rehearsal WS
Sat 28	 9.00am	 1st rehearsal QYS
	 12.30pm	 1st rehearsal QYO2

February

Fri 3 – Sun 5	 WE Camp at Watson Park Dakabin 
QYO2 Camp at Luther Hts Coolum

Sat 4	 8.45am	 1st rehearsal JSE
	 1.15pm	 1st rehearsal QYO3
Sun 5	 6.00pm	 1st rehearsal BB
Fri 10 – Sun 12	 QYO3 Camp at QCCC Tamborine 

JSE Camp at QCCC Brookfield
Tue 28 	 6pm	 QYO AGM at OMB

March

Fri 2 – Sun 4	 WS Camp at Watson Park 
Dakabin

Sat 17	 5.30pm 	 C@T QYO3 & JSE
Sun 18	 3.00pm 	 C@T WE & guest ensemble
Sat 24  	 5.30pm 	 C@T QYO2 
Sun 25	 3.00pm 	 C@T WS & BB
Sat 31	 7.00pm 	 QYS Concert at QPAC

May

Sun 6	 3.00pm 	 C@T QYO Chamber Ensembles
Sat 26 	 5.30pm 	 C@T QYO3 & BBC Strings

June

Sat 2	 7.00pm 	 QYS Concert at QPAC
Sat 9	 5.30pm 	 C@T JSE & WSSO
Sun 10	 3.00pm 	 C@T WE & Redeemer College
Sat 16		  QYO Open Day
Sat 16	 5.30pm 	 C@T QYO2 
Sun 17	 3.00pm 	 C@T WS & guest ensemble
Wed 20 - Fri 22	 JSE Tour to Hervey Bay
Fri 22 to Sun 24	 QYO2 Tour to the Sunshine Coast
Fri 22 to Mon 16	 QYS International Tour

July

Sun 8 to Sun 15	 BB Tour to North Queensland

August

Sun 5	 3.00pm 	 C@T QYO Chamber Ensembles
Fri 10	 7.30pm 	 QYO3 Concert with GCYO at GCYO 

Centre, Ashmore 
Sat 25	 5.30pm 	 C@T JSE & PRASO
Sun 26	 3.00pm 	 C@T WE & guest ensemble

September

Sat 8	 5.30pm 	 C@T QYO3 & GCYO
Sat 15	 5.30pm 	 C@T QYO2
Sun 16	 3.00pm 	 C@T WS & guest ensemble
Sat 22	 7.00pm 	 QYS Concert at QPAC

October

Sat 13	 11.00am	 JSE Concert at St Hilda’s School, 
Southport

Sat 13	 8.00am-6.00pm  QYO Auditions for 2013
Sun 14	 8.00am-6.00pm  QYO Auditions for 2013
Sat 20	 8.00am-6.00pm  QYO Auditions for 2013

Sat 20 - Sun 28	 NYCC finals week
Sun 28	 3pm 	 QYS Concert NYCC Finals

November

Sat 3	 7.00pm 	 QYO Finale Concert at QPAC

December

Sat 22	 7.30pm 	 QYS Alumni Orchestra Concert at
		  QPAC

Concerts at Twilight are held at the Old Museum 
Building. Tickets priced at $6 each are available at the 
door approx. 20 mins. before the scheduled start time.
C@T:  Concert at Twilight
OMB:  Old Museum Building
QPAC:  Queensland Performing Arts Centre
NYCC:  National Youth Concerto Competition
BBC: Brisbane Boys’College
GCYO: Gold Coast Youth Orchestra
WSSO: Western Suburbs String Orchestra
PRASO: Pine Rivers Area String Orchestra

Lower Brass from WE (top), and WS conductor 
Warwick Potter with the WS flute section (bottom).

 New Life Members

At the last two QYO concerts in 2011, five 
long term QYO supporters were awarded Life 
Memberships:

♫♫ Miss Irene Lee has been supporting the 
National Youth Concerto Competition 
since 2003, in memory of her friend Dr 
Dorothea (Dot) Sandars. 

♫♫ Alan Smith, violinist and former 
concertmaster of the Queensland 
Symphony Orchestra, has been a QYO 
tutor and auditioner for over 16 years.

♫♫ Col and Joy Barnes-Scott have been QYO 
volunteers since 2003 and are currently 
the Administrator and Librarian for QYO2

♫♫ Norman Fussell AO was QYO President 
for 12 years and continues to support 
QYO as a Patron and board member.

QYO Life Members (left to right): Alan Smith, Col 
& Joy Barnes Scott, John Curro and Norm Fussell

Miss Irene Lee was presented with her Life 
Membership Award at the NYCC Finals Concert on 23 
Oct 2011. She is pictured here with Arts Minister Hon. 
Rachel Nolan and NYCC Finalist Lily Higson-Spence.



2012 Orchestra Volunteers

Thank you to the following QYO Orchestra 
volunteers in 2012.

Queensland Youth Symphony - QYS
Administrator	 Ann Khafagi
Librarian	 Victoria Whiting
Stage Manager	 Kem Brandon
Asst. Stage Manager  	Noel Smith

Queensland Youth Orchestra 2 - QYO2
Administrator	 Col Barnes-Scott
Librarian	 Joy Barnes-Scott
Librarian	 Sherilee Way
Stage Manager	 Noel Smith
Asst. Stage Manager  	Bruce Paynter

Queensland Youth Orchestra 3 - QYO3
Administrator	 Robert Bigalla
Librarian	 Madeline Hall
Librarian 	 Mary Wilesmith
Stage Manager	 Michael Whelan

Junior String Ensemble - JSE
Administrator	 Karen Sharp
Librarian	 Coralie Hall
Librarian	 Leesa Swainston
Stage Managers	 Claire Quaglia &  
	 Kevin Walsh

Wind Symphony - WS
Administrator	 vacant
Librarian	 Sandra Hester (term 1)
Asst. Librarian	 Jo Bazeley
Stage Manager	 Nick & Laurie Buys

Wind Ensemble - WE
Administrator	 Elaine Earl
Asst. Administrator	 Kirsty Oxlee
Librarian	 vacant
Asst. Librarian	 Donna McDonald
Stage Manager	 Russell Mellor
Asst. Stage Manager  	 James Strathdee

Big Band - BB
Administrator	 Linda Cox
Stage Manager	 Warren Cox

QYO Scholarships

QYO is very grateful to the Voluntary 
Community Services Society, Queensland 
Country Women’s Association, Simply for 
Strings, George Hartnett Funerals and Clayton 
Utz Foundation for providing scholarships to 
QYO members in 2012. Congratulations to 
the successful applicants; Roh, Wilesmith, 
Castle and Litwinowicz families, Maxine 
Sutcliffe, Mitchell Jones, Nathan Hall, Latham 
Horn, Simone Maurer, Amy Naumann, Alison 
Marsh, Chris Haycroft, Michael Webb, 
Lachlan Hawkins, Emily Holt, Molly O’Boyle, 
Ann Patrick, Sophie Apps, Julianna Kim and 
James Grafton. Congratulations also to Zoe 
Freisberg who is the inaugural recipient of 
the Richard Pollett Memorial Scholarship.

NYCC Winner Wendy Kong

Wendy Kong won the 2011 NYCC with 
a superb performance of Tchaikovsky’s 
Violin Concerto. A student at the Sydney 
Conservatorium High School, she learns 
violin from Robin Wilson who also coached 
the 2011 winner Anna Lisa Da Silva Chen. 
Wendy was awarded 1st prize by guest of 
honour, Minister Rachel Nolan. 

“The final week of the National Youth 
Concerto Competition was fun, exciting 
and at the same time, relaxing. I feel that 
I have developed my self-confidence on 
stage through the recitals and rehearsals 
during the week. This was a very friendly 
competition, I made lots of new friends 
from the amazing youth orchestra and the 
other two competitors. John Curro always 
encouraged me and made every rehearsal 
interesting and productive,” said Wendy.

Impressions from Finale 2011

The QYO 2011 Finale concert was a major 
success for all groups. With more than 
1500 people in the audience it was the best 
attended Finale concert ever. See more photos 
and order CDs and DVDs of the concert at  
www.qyo.org.au/2011-Finale

QYO2’s first violins (top), and QYS percussionists 
creating Thunder and Lightning (bottom)

First violins from JSE (top), and QYO3 French 
Horns (bottom). 

The Rhythm section of the QYO Big Band www.ruthbonetti.com

Ensure Students Excel
How to ...

in Words and Music

Workshops, Books, E-Books and Resources 
by Ruth Bonetti

• MOTIVATE PRACTICE •
• EMPOWER PERFORMANCE •

Grace Whiting: Peabody Award

QYS Principal Percussionist Grace Whiting 
was honoured with the 2011 Peabody Award 
after the QYO Finale concert. The Award 
includes a $500 prize and recognises a high-
achieving QYS member with an outstanding 
long term contribution to QYO.

  

There comes a time for every serious musician 
to invest in the quality of their instrument. 

When you or your students are ready to make 
that investment, consider purchasing or 
commissioning a fi ne quality new instrument. 

My existing clients have found time and 
again that a well made new violin, viola or 
violoncello will outperform anything else 
in the same price range and well above.

By dealing directly with the maker, you know 
exactly who made your instrument and how. 
Personalised service to adjust and maintain 
your instrument to taste is supported by a 
lifetime guarantee on my workmanship. ph +61 7 3368 3866

  www.simmersviolins.com.au

20 Argyle St
Red Hill, Brisbane 
Queensland 4059

By appointment

 Optimize the sound of   
your Instruments at 
The Violin Studio 

 Always talk to an  
Internationally trained  
and experienced Violin  
Maker and Restorer 

 Receive Honest and  
True assessments  

 Have your instrument  
adjusted for ease of  
playing 

 Increase the value of  
your Instrument  

 

 
 

QYO Director of Music John Curro am mbe with 
Peabody Award winner Grace Whiting

Richard Pollett Scholarship

The QYO community was shocked and deeply 
saddened by the death of 25-year old violinist 
Richard Pollett on 28 September 2011. 

Richard was a former first violinist in QYS 
(2002 to 2003) and a former concertmaster 
of QYO2 (2001). In 2002, he was a finalist in 
QYO’s National Youth Concerto Competition 
(NYCC). QYO dedicated the 2011 NYCC to 
Richard’s memory and established the 
Richard Pollett Memorial Scholarship to be 
awarded to the QYS Concertmaster each 
year.

Winner of the strings final in the 2010 
ABC Symphony Australia Young Performers  
Awards, Richard was one of Australia’s 
leading young violinists. He had just returned 
to Brisbane to perform with the Queensland 
Symphony Orchestra in the Australian 
premiere of a work by Elena Kats-Chernin.

QYO extends sincere sympathies to 
parents Philip and Patricia Pollett.

  

Richard Pollett 
1986 - 2011

NYCC winner Wendy Kong with Guest of Honour 
Hon. Rachel Nolan, Minister for the Arts 






